Saturday 09 November

Aberdeenshire 3 Ellon 36                            
“Ellon came away from Woodside on Saturday having firmly established themselves as the second force in North East Rugby”. Ellon’s Chief Executive Alan Paterson was making no mean boast when he said that, he was only putting into words what his own club knew and what Aberdeenshire must acknowledge after Saturday’s game. Ellon were out to win this game and it showed, whereas one Aberdeenshire official was heard to comment to Ellon President Archie Park that the outcome of the game did not matter. No doubt alluding to the farcical situation where 6 teams will be promoted to Division 2 next season.  At least 3 of the Shire players had come for a battle, not a game of rugby, and it would be impossible to report on the game without mentioning the way the Shire loose head prop smashed his elbow into Jim Royan’s face as he ran up the left wing. Although it must be assumed that the referee did not see the hit as the prop remained on the field after only the briefest admonishment, the incident occurred right in front of the travelling support, and their reaction must have alerted the referee that something untoward had occurred. 

Shire were fortunate to score 3 points, earning these courtesy of a Graeme Ferguson penalty after only 4 minutes when Ellon scrum half Bryce Norris was penalised for tackling after the opposing player had already got the ball away. However those was to be the only points they got on the board as from then on, Shire were feeding on scraps from the Ellon table, and there were precious few of those given away. The entire Ellon team were in impressive form, with their forwards winning both their own and Shire’s put in at scrums and lineouts, and the backs taking every opportunity to run the ball.

Ellon’s first half tries were courtesy of Timms, after good driving moves from the forwards, Williams who jinked through a gap in the defence to score right under the posts and Greg Allanach after the first attempt by Bucknall had been deemed to be held up. Kerry Williams also scored two conversions and was unlucky with a couple of drop goal attempts.

Half Time Aberdeenshire 3 Ellon  19

Ellon’s domination in the scrum was nullified when the departure of the Shire loose head prop marked the start of uncontested scrums. Forwards coach Kevin Wyness admitted that they had been informed before the game that Shire’s front row replacement could only play as a hooker, but this did not lessen his frustration that once again, the loophole in the law meant that the team would not be able to take full advantage of extra hours of scrummaging practice that his lads had been putting in.  Ellon’s first score in the second half came after Bryce Norris kicked on and Bob Kenny was the man to chase and touch the ball down. Both of Ellon's remaining tries came as the result of scrums, the first Norris fed the ball to Williams who passed to Ross Lines who cannoned over the line and the second was a no 8 pick up by Bucknall, out to Norris who fed to Drew Drummond out on the right. The Shire defence was no match for Drew, who has a nifty side step, and left them standing. Williams converted the Lines try.  A very good team performance gaining another bonus point and leaving the team in a comfortable position still firmly at the top of Division 3.

Ellon : Kenny, Park (Lines), Allanach, Webster, Hendry, Nicol, Timms (McDade), Bucknall, Norris, Williams, Rouse, Adie, Clark, Drummond, Royan

Scorers : 

Tries – Timms, Allanach, Kenny, Williams, Lines, Drummond

Conversions – Williams (2)

While their first team was involved in the league game, Ellon 2nd XV had a friendly at Woodside against Shire 2nds. Although 7 points to 3 down at half time, Ellon were able to muster themselves in the second half and the final score was Aberdeenshire 16 Ellon 13. Assistant coach Ian Griffith was disappointed with the end result as he felt that his forwards definitely had the better of the Shire pack, but lack of cohesion within his backs was their downfall, the game was there for the taking, but they threw it away.

Ellon 2nd XV scorers : Try – Main; Conversion – Ryan; Penalties – Ryan, G McDade

Ellon 1st XV have a day off next Saturday due to the Scotland international at Murrayfield, however the 2nd XV have arranged a friendly against Garioch, kick off 12 noon at the Meadows.

