Saturday 23rd November 

Ellon 55 Royal High 9

The Ellon scoring machine rolls relentlessly on and unfortunately for Royal High, they were on the receiving end in Saturday’s game at the Meadows. Conditions were better than they could have been considering the amount of rain that had fallen in the preceding days, and full back Ross Lines comment after the game that “continuity of possession was phenomenal considering the treacherous conditions underfoot” was said somewhat tongue in cheek.

The first half was punctuated by numerous penalty awards, the first points of the game going to Royal High who ,with the wind behind them, kicked a penalty after 5 minutes.  The first of Ellon’s tries followed just after, and was a taste of what was to come – Neil Hendry broke through, fed the ball back to Steven Park who eased his way over the line. Ellon were piling on the pressure but were unable to convert it into more points and it was the visitors who edged in front again with a further penalty. However it was just a matter of time before the dominance of the big Ellon pack bore fruit. A break by Jim Royan was halted just inside the Royal High 22 when he was pushed into touch, but Gary Webster gathered the ball from the visitors put in and fed back to No 8 Dan Rouse who scored Ellon’s second try.  The tries were now coming at about 5 minute intervals, the next being scored by Ross Lines when the backs finally got a chance to run the ball. Royal High’s tally of points was completed by a further penalty after an infringement by scrum half Bryce Norris was penalised by the referee. Bryce who is not known for keeping his opinions to himself was spoken to by the referee before the kick was taken. This however did nothing to curb his enthusiasm and he was well placed shortly after to charge down the opposition’s clearance kick after a scrum on the 5 metre line. He fed the ball out through his backs, Adie – Clark – Drummond and was on hand to get the ball back and score a try. Two conversions by Kerry Williams during the first half left Ellon with a comfortable margin of lead going into the break.

Half Time Ellon 24 – Royal High 9

Norris started the second half in the same way he had finished the first with a try. Ellon were awarded a penalty which Kerry Williams kicked for touch. Gary Webster took the ball and the Royal High forwards were unable to stop the roll forward by Ellon. The ball popped back out into Norris’s hands and with a nifty side step, over the line he went.

Further tries were scored by Bob Kenny, who found himself ball in hand and no opposition between him and the line and ambled over; Jim Royan right under the posts following a breakthrough; Greg Allanach who tunnelled through some stout Royal High defending and Neil Hendry who, when he gets a full head of steam on is impossible to stop. Three conversions by Kerry Williams who had the wind with him in the second half completed the scoring.

Youngsters Fraser Morrison and Kevin Whalen who have progressed through the Youth setup were brought on in the second half and both gave a good account of themselves. Kevin in particular being unfortunate not to get his name on the scoresheet with the second last try. Congratulations go to Craig Nicol who was awarded Sponsors player of the month by Club Chief Executive Alan Patterson in the clubhouse after the game. 

Ellon : Kenny (Morrison), Park, Allanach, Webster, Hendry, Nicol, Timms, Rouse, Norris, Williams, Royan, Adie (McDade), Clark, Drummond (Whalen), Lines  

Scorers : Tries -  Park, Rouse, Lines, Norris (2), Kenny, Royan, Allanach, Hendry

                 Conversions – Williams (5)

The visitors to the Meadows next Saturday on league business are Linlithgow with a kick off time of 2.00pm.     

